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SUB J : COMMENTS ON PROPOSED DRAFT OF CONSULAR CONVENTION 
REF: NEW DELHI 0494 

SUBSEQUENT TO PREPARATION OF REFTEL A POSSIBLE PROBLEM 
INVOLVING ARTICLE 24 OF THE DRAFT CONVENTION HAS COME 
TO OUR ATTENTION. THE INDIAN CITIZENSHIP ACT OF 1955 
(ARTICLE 4) PROVIDES THAT A PERSON BORN OUTUSIDE OF 
INDIA OF AN INDIAN FATHER ACQUIRES INDIAN NATIONALITY 
AT BIRTH. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT ACQUISITION OF THE 
CITIZENSHIP OF ANOTHER COUNTRY AFTER 1955 DOES NOT TER- 
MINATE INDIAN CITIZENSHIP (ARTICLE 9). AN ACT OF RENUN- 
CATION BEFORE A GOI AUTHORITY WOULD APPEAR TO BE 
REQUIRED (ARTICLE 8). IN OTHER WORDS, A PERSON BORN IN 
THE US OF AN INDIAN FATHER OR AN INDIAN NATIONAL WHO 
ACQUIRED US CITIZENSHIP THROUGH NATURALIZATION THEORE- 
TICALLY IN INDIAN EYES MIGHT BE SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS 
OF ARTICLE 24 OF THE DRAFT CONVENTION. ON THE OTHER 
HAND.NATURALIZED AMERICAN CITIZENS OF INDIAN ORIGIN HAVE 
IN PRACTICE BEEN TREATED AS FOREIGNERS WHEN TAVELING 
OR RESIDING IN INDIA, I.E. HAVE BEEN ISSUED INDIAN VISAS 
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AND HAVE BEEN REGISTERED BY THE FOREIGNERS REGIONAL 
REGISTRATION OFFICE. 
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